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Regional round-up

Kaeo shooting
A man was shot in the shoulder
at a rural address in Matauri
Bay, on the outskirts of Kaeo last
night. Police received emergency
calls at around 11.30pm.
Ambulances and police raced to
the area and the Armed
Offenders Squad were notified.
Police spoke to the injured man,
another man and a female via
telephone before all three came
out. The injured man was
immediately taken to Whangarei
Hospital for treatment. Police
secured the property and found a
firearm outside. They are unsure
whether the man shot himself by
accident or if it was a deliberate
attack, but said alcohol was
involved.

Women fall out
A violent argument between a
female couple resulted in their
shared house being trashed.
Police say a 23-year-old
Whangarei woman arguing with
her 34-year-old partner started
punching her, leaving the
34-year-old with a black eye and
bruises. The younger woman left
the house and returned at 8am on
Wednesday, only to find her
older partner had trashed it.
There was crockery smashed on
the floor, holes punched in the
wall, smashed appliances and
tagging. The 23-year-old woman
was arrested.

Election deadline
Today is the last day for one in 10
New Zealanders to get enrolled
in time to go on the preliminary
electoral roll. Just under 300,000
people are still not enrolled to
vote. Enrolment forms are
available by freetexting your
name and address to 3676, going
online to www.elections.org.nz, at
any PostShop or by calling 0800
ENROL NOW (0800 36 76 56).
People can also check their
details online at the website.

What’s cooking?
Culinary skills as a spectator
sport are on offer this Sunday
and Monday at the 2008
Northland Salon Culinaire. The
2-year-old event has attracted
about 350 entries from 120 people
involved in the Northland
hospitality industry. The event at
Apprentice Restaurant on
NorthTec’s Raumanga campus
begins at 7am on both days, with
prizegivings at 5.30pm, and
includes the 2008 Burton’s
Northland Barista
Championships. Co-organiser
Sam Timoko, Northland coordinator of the Hospitality
Standards Institute, said Salon
Culinaire was aimed at getting
everyone in the industry
together and highlighting
excellence and emerging talent.

Assault inquiry
Whangarei police seek
information on an assault claim
involving two teens. At an afterparty following the Kamo High
School ball on June 7, they say, a
16-year-old boy who left the
Three Mile Bush Rd address
between 1-2am was followed by a
17-year-old, who grabbed him
from behind and punched and
kicked him in the face. Anyone
with information is asked to
contact police on (09) 430 4500.

ADVOCATE / news

To mark Dyslexia Week, Tutukaka’s Guy
Bowden tells of his struggle with the disability
by Abi Thomas

Guy Bowden doesn’t read novels
for fun but he has been known to
get stuck into a horticulture book
every now and then.
It’s not that he doesn’t like
novels — but he read his first one
only at age 35 because before then
the thought was just too scary.
The Tutukaka man has the
learning disability dyslexia. He
runs the successful Tawapou Nurseries business, specialising in
native coastal plants.
He’s lucky that his wife Sandra
takes care of the paperwork while
he does ‘‘the practical stuff’’.
‘‘But she’s got very good at
deciphering my scribble,’’ Mr
Bowden admitted.
In the interest of improving his
skills, he has picked up a few plant
books in recent years and
mastered some tricky botanical
words.
‘‘The Latin plant names aren’t
too hard though, at least they’re
all pronounced the same, not like
English . . . I mean, thought and
through, for example? Where’s the
logic?’’ Mr Bowden said.
At school, Mr Bowden knew he
wasn’t stupid, whatever his
teachers said. He could do the
work — it just took him a little
longer to process it. That frustrated him and he was labelled
naughty.
‘‘I left school as soon as I could.
I couldn’t wait to get out of there,’’
Mr Bowden said.
He focused on art instead, scoring around 80 per cent in School
Certificate art.
‘‘Because you’ve got to prove
yourselves in other ways, some
people see dyslexia as a gift.’’
His mum had him IQ tested at
intermediate school, where he was
shunted into the low-ability classes, and discovered what she
already knew — her son was no
less smart than his classmates.
Primary and intermediate
school was a game of sneaky skill,
where he learned ways to hide his
difficulty.
‘‘I sat next to the smartest kids

A motorcyclist had the skin
flayed from his leg in a collision
with a car on on Whangarei’s
Maunu Rd.
The accident happened not far
from Whangarei Hospital where
the motorcyclist works as a
nurse. An orthopaedic surgeon
found himself caught up in the
drama yesterday as he called an
ambulance for his injured
colleague.
While police and ambulances
rushed to the scene, Pete
Langford who works at David
Reid Homes on Maunu Rd, held
the injured man’s hand.
‘‘I was in the office when I
heard a bang and thought, ‘I
know that noise’. I rushed outside and he was just lying in the
road with a bloody leg injury. I
just held his hand and tried to

■ Dyslexia affects sufferers in
different ways and to different
degrees. They often have
difficulty with reading,
writing, spelling and/or
mathematical symbols. They
can show strengths in other
areas.
■ Children with dyslexia can
have high intelligence despite
poor school grades and are
often frustrated with school
or avoid it where possible.
■ It is diagnosed by
psychometric test from a
learning disabilities official.
■ Dyslexia was only last year
recognised by the Ministry of
Education as a learning
disability.
■ Famous dyslexics include
Richard Branson, Tom
Cruise, Alexander GrahamBell, Orlando Bloom, Paul
Henry, Albert Einstein, Cher,
Leonardo da Vinci, Walt
Disney and Jamie Oliver.

in class and copied their work. I
faked stomach aches for getting
out of reading aloud . . . I knew all
the tricks in the book.’’
Ways of coping with his dyslexia extended to his adult life, with
his disability never exactly a conversation topic.
‘‘For a while, when I was out
shopping, the only word I could
write on a cheque from memory
was ‘forty’,’’ Mr Bowden said. ‘‘So
if I’d brought something for $80,
I’d write out two different
cheques, both for $40 each.’’
Having a dyslexic dad has
made things interesting for Mr
Bowden’s 15-year-old son Darcy,
who is also dyslexic.
‘‘I’m glad and he’s glad that I
understand where he’s coming
from, but I also know all the tricks
he tries to pull. I say, ‘Can’t fool
me, I did that once’!’’

Darcy, a talented surfer and
artist, now attends Kamo High
because the school funds him a
teacher aide to be a reader-writer
for him, copying down the notes
he struggles to complete in time.
He also attended Speld classes,
tutorials for children with learning
disabilities.

There is no funding for teacher
aides and specialist help from the
Ministry of Education, which only
last year recognised dyslexia as a
disability. ‘‘I’m really glad for Dyslexia Awareness Week and that
it’s now formally recognised,’’ Mr
Bowden said.
‘‘I’m glad for Darcy as well.’’
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SHELL: Regular 210.9,
Premium 215.9,
Diesel 183.9.

CALTEX: Regular 210.9,
Premium 215.9,
Diesel 183.9.

BP: Regular 212.9,
Premium 218.9,
Diesel 185.9.
— Prices as at 6am in Whangarei today

Man charged with
abusing partner
An argument led to a 16-yearold Whangarei mum being
abused by her partner in front
of her own mother. Whangarei
police Senior Sergeant Richard
Leach said the 16-year-old and
her 23-year-old partner were
arguing at home in Tikipunga
when he decided he wanted
some money.
When she refused to give
him any, he allegedly pushed
her and threatened to steal her
purse — in front of the teen’s
mother. The man was charged
with assaulting a female.

Preservation group puts
own future on agenda
KERIKERI
The future is on the agenda at
the Society for the Preservation
of the Kerikeri Stone Store
Area’s annual meeting tonight.
The society was formed in
1969 to make sure Kerikeri’s
historical Stone Store Basin was
preserved from development —
but times are changing, with the
bypass opening on Monday and
the Stone Store bridge slated for
demolition.
A new management group is
to run the Basin area in this new

era, and the society will be
questioning where the group fits
in the modern picture, as well as
discussing celebrations for its
40th birthday next year.
The meeting will be held
tonight at 5.45 in the community
room at Kerikeri Retirement
Village and will be followed by
dinner.
Guest speaker Gordon
Hewston, of the Historic Places
Trust, will share thoughts on the
future of the Basin. New
members and public support are
welcome.
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1.3 Ltr, auto, 4WD, air cond, alloy wheels, spoiler,
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‘SAFE-WISE’ FIRST AID KIT
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NOW $21,990

2005 Toyota Hilux SR5

3000cc, 46,403kms, NZ new, diesel turbo, ABS 2x
SRS, towbar, current shape, tonneau cover, alloys.

.................. was $41,990

NOW $39,990

2006 Toyota Landcruiser 70
....................................... NOW

1 Million Candle Power

2 Million Candle Power

ONLY $15,990

31,112kms. Turbo diesel, snorkel, alloys, towbar,
5 speed, ﬂat deck. Fantastic workhorse. NZ new.
Value at...

Powerful halogen bulb. Home and car/boat
adaptor. Approximately 25 minutes use when
fully charged.
108292 108453

2872

NOW $14,990

1800VVT-i, 19,800kms, new shape, NZ new, 4x SRS,
ABS, aircon, remote locking

.............. was $23,990
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ONLY $12,990

2007 Toyota Corolla GX Hatch

RECHARGEABLE SPOTLIGHTS

Reduces condensation,
prevents mildew.
1.19kg
325487

Premium 215.9,
Diesel 183.9.
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MOBIL: Regular 210.9,

Diesel, air con, electric windows, tow bar and crane.
Sought after truck.

Exclusive to
Mitre 10
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REFILL PACK

Premium 220.9,
Diesel 183.9.

.........................................

Use up to 80% less electricity.
Last up to 10,000 hours.
Edison screw or bayonet
ﬁtting. 25 Watt. 1 Year
Replacement Warranty.
106875 116876 116885 116886

QUELL

Should you discover a lower price on an
identical item at another local retailer

— Abi Thomas

GULL: Regular 210.9,

1.3 Ltr, alloys, air con, 2 x SRS, ABS, NZ new, low
kms, 6.5 Ltrs per 100kms.

ENERGY SAVERS

MR COSY

A Northland learning
disabilities expert is
delighted the Government
has acknowledged dyslexia
but says the solution lies in
proper training of teachers.
Debbie Williams, the
Kerikeri-based national vicepresident of Speld (Specific
Education for Learning
Disabilities), said New
Zealand was the last western
country to recognise
dyslexia as a disability and
more still needed to be done.
Many children became
disruptive and frustrated at
school, ending up in crime,
youth gangs and even prison
as a result of their learning
difficulties.
‘‘A huge percentage of
the inmates in our jails
would be dyslexic, I’m sure.
If dyslexic children are
diagnosed and given
appropriate help early, there
could be so many more
children who succeed in
school,’’ she said.
But rather than the
Ministry of Education
funding extra teacher aides,
Mrs Williams said, teachers
should be trained how to
teach dyslexic children
during their training.
‘‘If you’re a parent, would
you rather your child receive
help from a teacher aide or
from a specially trained
teacher?’’ Massey University
offered six-month distance
courses in teaching children
with dyslexia but the
courses were available only
to already qualified teachers.
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Brush strip with PVC carrier and 5
metre foam self adhesive rubber
seal.
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the Maunder Suzuki motorbike
salesroom. Manager Kerry Torkington said it could have been a
lot worse if the man had not been
wearing a high-quality helmet.
‘‘The helmet was very bashed
in so it was a high-impact accident. Car drivers don’t have to be
going at very high speeds to
cause a lot of damage to motorcyclists who are obviously more
vulnerable,’’ he said. He believed
the rider could have fared better
if he’d been dressed differently.
‘‘With safety clothing he
would have been black and blue,
but instead he was literally skinned alive.’’
Police investigating the cause
of the crash were unable to speak
to the motorcyclist yesterday as
he underwent surgery.
A hospital spokesperson said
the man was in a stable
condition.

HOSPITAL-BOUND: St John staff help a motorcyclist whose leg was badly
injured in a crash.
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NURTURING TALENT: Guy Bowden’s dyslexia meant he was labelled stupid at
school — but it hasn’t stopped him running a successful nursery business.
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WHAT’S DYSLEXIA?

by Saskia Konynenburg
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Crash strips skin from motorcyclist’s leg
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Shock and water resistant. Aluminium body.
Uses 3x AAA batteries (included). 9 x LED
#EFL9AAA 108756
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